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Add the following to the end of the motion: 
 
“Part of the role of that Board should be to look for partners within the private sector and wider 
community to fund the Celebration, with a guiding principle from the project’s inception being that 
there should be no cost to taxpayers other than the Council’s convening power.” 
 
Motion would read: 
 
“This Council recognises the significance of 400th Anniversary of Leeds receiving our Great 
Charter as a borough from King Charles I, and commits to celebrating this milestone in our city’s 
history. Council notes the impressive series of events organised to mark the 300th anniversary in 
1926 and commits to ensuring that this generation of Leeds citizens enjoys a festival deserving of 
the 400th anniversary. 
 
“In order for this celebration to be truly enjoyed citywide, and to leave a lasting legacy that 
benefits all communities within the modern boundaries of Leeds, this Council commits to learn 
the lessons of Leeds 2023 Year of Culture. It is therefore proposed that an all party members 
board be appointed to review the evaluation reports from Leeds 2023 during 2024, and develop 
plans during 2025 for the 400th Anniversary Celebration in 2026.  
 
“Part of the role of that Board should be to look for partners within the private sector and wider 
community to fund the Celebration, with a guiding principle from the project’s inception being that 
there should be no cost to taxpayers other than the Council’s convening power.” 

 
Councillor Mike Foster 
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(including references back) 
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